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SEE  1)  I  3TR  1  BUTTON 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  Lb,  AR  525-13.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a 
result  of  subject  report  should  be  forwarded  to  ACSF0R  0T  UT  within  90 
days  o!  receipt  uf  covering  letter. 

2  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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i.  lubject  report  is  forwarded  tor  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  ,  AR  525-15.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a 
result  if  suhie  i  report  should  be  forwarded  to  ACSF0R  0T  1'T  within  90 

davs  o:  receipt  I  covering  letter. 

1 1,  i  o  nr, a  t  i  on  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
tenet  it4,  in  the  future  f  r  >m  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
man  be  adapt  e  :  lor  use  in,  developing  training  material. 
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:TM-  :.r;  -  F  THE  ARMY 
r.TJ-l/:  BATTALION 
'•a r.  I'nnci.’co  96238 


A7BA  T  -IS  13  May  1970 

5’J3  J7TT :  C:,<*ra:i  r.a.  hat  ..ui-l-.-s  sons  beamed,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 

(C  jr.h<  -  ,  '  .  r!  od  : ::  .ing  36  'p-T  1970 


see  nisTRiP'sr:'';; 


1 .  Section  1 ,  ’  "  ti  ■■ns:  Significant  Activlt tes. 

a.  (Li ;  ^.ncrai.,  T hi ^  report  '.over.;  the  period  1  February  1970 

through  30  Avri!  ‘AvO,  mr!  :  r.  submitted  ir.  accordance  with  AR  525-1 5  and 
U5AP7  Re  (rut  a i  n  r-'  .  rr-Tt  in.. .  udrs  the  Headquarters  and  Head- 

auarters  Company,  i.:t:  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Ifth  Aviation  Company 
(utility  Airplane;,  1  i  Medical  letachmont,  lP3d  Aviation  Company  (Util¬ 
ity  Airpl  urn),  '  1‘y'th  A  v  inti  'n  Company  (Utility  Airplane),  203d  Aviation 
Company  (Utili:y  .  > rnl&ne  ' ,  219th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane), 
and  the  275 ti;  .  . .  '  r.  ’’  nq.ar.y  ( Aurveil lunco  Airplane). 

b.  (C)  inrsvnncl. 


(1)  Infusion  1 rogmm.  During  ‘hf-  reported  period  there  have  not  been 

any  significant  roh.^mr,  that  vr  .n  t  Ving"  experienced  throughout  USARV 
as  a  result  cl  th-  withdrawn!  :.f  troops.  In  order  for  this  battalion  to 
maintain  as  near  a  bainne  of  strength cs  possible  within  the  units,  it 
was  necessary  to  mV-,  i :  t  ,-n.  1  ronssi gnmonta.  The  new  policy  restricting 
second  extension:’  .  ill  most  likely  cf  use  problems  for  a  period,  however’ 
when  ropluc  vc  >r.t;  '1  up  with  requisitions  and  manning  levels,  the  in¬ 

fusion  program  should  improve.  This  now  policy  will,  however,  limit  this 
unit's  capability  of  controlling  its  own  infusion  program  and  will  depend 
mostly  on  outside  assistance. 

(2)  ReplacemT .to. 


(a)  Enlisted  replacements  were  received  in  satisfactory  numbers  dur¬ 
ing  this  period,  (F2I  assigned:  Feb  57;  Mar  62;  Apr  107),  Tho  quAlity  of 
junior  onllstod  replacements  r 'mains  lacking.  M0S  producing  schools  con¬ 
tinue  to  graduate  individuals  on  the  basis  of  time  spent  in  school  rather 
than  proficiency.  F  .sive  0JT  is  required  to  train  individuals,  more 

tnc  dmini strati vo  type  MOS's,  Shortages  currently 


A  .. 
-  J 


noticeably  let 
exist  in  the  following 
Asg  1),  67A10  (Auth  3 7 
quarte  r  226  enlist-  i  r 
97^  of  its  orlisu  : 


■r  M0G  17L4F  (Auth  9,  Asg  2),  63F20  (Auth  6, 

;;  9),  and  67C20  (Auth  45,  Asg  40)”.  During  this 
rsi  nts  ua.ro  roc;  ived  leaving  tho  battalion  at 
strength  at  tho  end  of  tho  quarto r,  an  increase  of  L$> 
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5'J’jJrOT:  Operational  Re po rt-L o  s  so  n  3  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  30  April  1970 

(b  :  Thu  quality  of  officer  roplacomont^  has  boon  satisfactory,  how¬ 
ever,  83$  of  tho  aviator  replacements  arrived  diroctly  out  of  flight 
schooL.  Shortage  of  commissioned  officuro  bucomos  more  critical  oach 
quartwr.  A  total  of  18  commissioned  officors  and  6  warrant  officors 
were  received  during  this  quurtcr  loaving  the  battalion  with  64$  of  its 
suth  rized  commissioned  strength  of  191  and  90$  of  its  authorized  warrant 
strength  of  57,  or  an  ov  rail  officor  porcentago  of  73$.  During  this 
;  riod  tlie  assigned  str.ngth  of  commissioned  officers  dropped  6$,  warrant 
officers  5$  for  a  combined  officer  strength  drop  of  5.5$. 

(3)  Rj enlistment.  Hiring  this  reporting  period  the  battalion  reon- 
1  istmer.t  team  conducted  15  visits  to  outlying  companies,  Tho  results 

’-a  re  3  r  nlistmonte  of  career  soldiers  and  3  first  term  reunl  itmcnta. 
Tliis  ropr  sants  60$  of  tho  cligiblo  first  term  soldiers  and  100$  roen- 
iistment  of  career  soldiers, 

(4)  Current  status  of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  is 
attached  as  Inclosure  #1 , 

(5)  The  significant  personnel  changes  within  the  command  and  staff 
during  the  last  quarter  ire  as  follows: 

(a)  LTC  William  M.  Jenkins,  Jr.,  IN,  244-40-9629,  assumed  comiand 
of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  on  27  February  1970,  vice  LTC 
Rob  rt  F,  McGuffin.,  IE,  264-30-9687. 

(b)  MAJ  Arlie  Do'.ton,  In,  260-62-5262,  assumed  duties  as1  Battalion 
Ex  cutive  Officer  on  26  February  1970,  vice  MAJ  Kunnis  F.  Snyder,  AR, 
734-60-3901 


(c)  MAJ  Don  L.  Hnyus,  AR,  44.8-34-0065,  assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
Executive  Officer  on  16  April  1970,  vice  MAJ  Arlio  Doaton,  Hi,  260-62-5262, 

(d)  CPT  Richard  L,  Baker,  FA,  459-56-7705,  assumed  duties  as  Batta¬ 
lion  3-1  /Ad  jut'  r.t  on  16  .-pril  1970,  vice  MAJ  Don  L.  Hnycs,  AR,  Ll, q- 34— 00b 5 

(a)  CPT  L'r-don  P.  Willnon,  FA,  536-38-2394,  nssumod  duties  Batta¬ 
lion  S-3  on  26  February  1970,  vico  MAJ  Arlio  Deaton,  III,  260-62-5242, 

(f)  CPT  Paul  A.  Piper,  IN,  527-50-1769,  .assumed  duties  as  Battalion 
Avi~ti  r.  Safety  Officor  on  3  February  1970,  ’/ice  CPT  Coorgo  R.  Black,  PA, 
259-68-5898. 

(g)  CSK  Gordon  L,  cylinders,  218-12-3145,  aseune  i  duties  as  Battalion 
Connard  Sorgoant  Mnjor  on  12  March  1970,  vice  SOM  F]  etchor  E,  Thoms, 
431-24-9979. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  30  April  1970. 

(h)  CPT  Onrl  J.  Saggio,  MO,  398-40^4390,  assumed  command  oT  the  163d 
Medical  Detachra  r.t  on, 14  February  19*70. 

fi)  MAJ  K'-r.nis  F.  Snyder-  AR,  234-60-3901,  assumed  command  of  the 
1  85th  Aviutl-n  Company  (Utility  Airplane)on  3  larch  19  vice  MAJ 
Manual  :u  Carri-n/ IN,  093-22-1951. 

(j)  M.  ■  Arlle  re:  *-on,  IN,  260-62-5262,  assumed  command  of  the  219th 
Aviation  C ompany  (Utility  Airplane)  on  if  April  1970,  vice  MAJ  David  C. 
Naumnnn,  I.  ,  3 >7- 2 8-6545. 

(k)  MAJ  Rioh..rd  C.  Axtell,  30,  425-53-3374,  assumed  command  of  the 
225th  Aviation  mr any  (Surveillance  Airplane ;  on  24  March  1970,  vice  MAJ 
Villi-cc  C,  .  -.rn,  Jr.  ,*  F.v,  429-68-61 1 3. 

(6)  'V.j  ml  tie?:  The  bn tt  lion  casualties  for  the  period  were  one 
kiiie'd  an,:  i‘iv>-  funded.  (See  Inclosure  tj2) . 

(7)  Awards:  A  breakdown  of  unit  awards  appears  in  Inclosure  # 2. 

c.  .  (0  )  Ir.'el  ii  g  ince  : 

Enemy  Situation:  During  the  period  ,  February  -  30  April,  estim¬ 
ated  en-'.uy  tn  ngth  has  fluctuated  less  than  3500.  The  estimated  strehgth 
on  1  February  1^70  v.s  reported  to  be  55,894  in  the  II  Corps  Tactical 
Zone.  It  has  .tinco  decreased  to  52,436  (estimated)  as  of  18  April  T970. 
Enomy  strongholds  c:ntirrue  to  bo  in  Kontum,  Binh  Dinh,  and  Binh  Thunn  Pro¬ 
vinces,  with  lessor  strongholds  in  Ploiku,  Darlac  and  Quang  Due  Provinoos, 
Thu  latter  three  provinces  can  and  do  draw  upon  the  VC/NVA  sanctuary  in 
Cambodia  for  attacks  on  allied  and  US  Installations,  returning  to  the 
relatively  safe  haven  in  Cambodia.. 

(2)  Around  Attacks:  Attacks  upon  U.S.  Installations  have  shown  a 
slightly  upward  trend.  Most  attacks  have  boon  standoff  attacks,  utilizing 
indirect  fire  weapons  such  as  the  B-40,  107MM,  and  122MM  Rockets,  as  well 
as  the  82MM  Mortar.  The  sapper  is  still  boing  successfully  usod  against 
U.S.  Military  Installations,  however,  his  succosses  are  on  tho  decline. 
During  tho  reported  period  there  wore  48  instances  where  U.S,  Installa¬ 
tions,  with  223d  Aviation  Battalion  Aircraft  in  residence,  were  Mt.  No 
damago  wao  noted  on  223d  Aircraft,  however,  five  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
personnel  were  wounded  in  action  on  31  March  1970,  Periods  of  high  enemy 
ini  Hated  activity  wore  1-3  February,  8-11  February,  and  27  hfeirch  through 
10  April.  Tho  closeout  of  tills  reporting  period  marks  tho  closeout  of 
Phase  I  of  the  VC/NVA  summer  campaign,  and  tho  beginning  of  Phase  IT  of 
III  Phasac.  A  higher  level  of  activity  is  expoctod. 
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AVBACB-DE  13  May  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  30  April  1970 

(3)  Air  Activity:  Unite  of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  reported  69 
shot-at  incidents  during  this  reporting  pe-"iod,  The  battalion  loBt  0 
0-1 '3  as  a  result  of  enemy  action.  The  following  is  a  breakdown  by  unit: 


UNIT 


SHOT-AT* 


HIT  PEST BP YEP  TOTAL  JSIPR'S 


18th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

0 

1 83d  Avn  Co  (UA) 

2 

185th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

25 

203d  Avn  Co  (UA) 

10 

219th  Avn  Co  (UA) 

18 

225th  Avn  Co  (SA) 

J4 

TOTAL 

69 

1  0  1 

6  0  8 

7  0  32 

8  0  18 

8  0  26 

1  0  15 

yT  ~o~  ioo 


Shot-at.  reports  are  net  inclusive  of  hit  and  destroyed  reports. 

(4)  Collection  Plan: 


la)  Hie  four  0-1  companies  of  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  flew  5,632 
visual  reconnaissance  missions  and  reported  1,842  significant  sightings. 
The  225th  Aviation  Company  (Surveillanco  Airplane)  flew  161  SLAR  missions, 
with  382  targets,  394  1R  missions  feeding  back  4,540  sensings,  and  158 
visual/photo  missions  netting  572  targets. 

(b)  Th  re  was  one  intelligence  collection  roqulrcmont  loviod  upon 
the  223d  Aviation  Battalion,  however,  due  to  the  nature  of  this  unit's 
mission,  there  was  no  feedback  to  higher  headquarters.  A  daily  intelli¬ 
gence  summary  la  continuing  to  be  passed  to  higher  headquarters,  to  ln- 
clud  ■> :  UR  sightings,  hostile  air  activity,  installation  hits  and  other 
information  cloaned  from  local  intelligence  sources.  (MACV  Adv  TM  42; 

ROE  intelligence;  HILO;  .dr  Force  0SI  and  173d  Airborne  Irrtsum) 

(5)  Administrative  Intelligence  Activities: 

(a)  Security  Cloaraicos:  Between  1  February  1970  and  30  April  1970, 
thero  have  been  granted  14  SECRET  clearances,  36  CONFIDENTIAL  clearances, 
and  1  Interim  TOP  SECRET  clearance.  Fourteen  TOP  SECRET  clearances  and 
94  SECRET  olearnnoes  were  validated.  Currently  thero  aie  17  USAIR  veri¬ 
fication  checks  pending. 

(b)  War  Trophios:  NONE 

(c)  Pisaidonco  Report:  NONE 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-]>saone  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending’  30  April  1970 

(d)  Survival,  Escape^  and  Evasion: 

1.  All  aviators  assigned  to  tho  223d  Aviation  Battalion  received  a 
thorough  briefing  on  Survival,,  Escape,  and  Evasion  as  part  of  their  unit 
inprocessing  orientation,  Enphasis  was  placed  on  the  survival,  escape 
and  evasion  equipment  available  and  the  proper  procedures  for  employment 
of  the  equipment  in  order  to  provide  for  an  efficient,  effective  recovery 
of  downed  aircrow  personnel,  Fpom  26  April  1970  to  28  April  1970  an-  In¬ 
structor  team  from  tho  Air  Foroe  PACAF  Jungle  Survival  Course  presented 

a  special  program  on  survival  to  all  units  of  tho  223d  Aviation  Battalion. 
The  course  was  very  effective  and  brought  qut  updated  techniques  and 
methods  for  Escape  and  Evasion  action. 

£  Many  newly  assigned  aviators  h-'ve  attended  one  of  tho  four  avail¬ 
able  survival,  escape  end  evasion  courses  while  onroutu  to  tho  Republic 
of  Vietnam.  Available  schools  for  onrouto  and  assigned  parnonnal'  are: 

PACAF  Jungle  Survival  School  (PJS3) , ’ Clark  AFB,  Phillipinos, 

b  PACAF  Lifo  Support  School  (PLSS),  Kadena  AFB,  Okinawa. 

&  FAETUP  Jungle  Environmental  Survival  School  (JEST),  Cubic  Point 
NAS,  Phillipinee. 

2,  At  presont  time,  tho  battalion  has  13  survival,  escape,  and' 
ovasion  school  trained  personnel  assigned  throughout  its  units.  Doling 
this  reporting  -period  quotas  were  recoivod  .allowing  threo  crovmombqrs 
from  each  Unit  of  this  battalion  to  attend • the  PLSS  courso  in  Okinawa. 

No  quotas  for  othor  schools  wore  received, 

d.  (C)  1  )po  rations. 

(l)  Tho  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  continued  to  provide  fixod 
wing  aviation  support  to  the  U.S.  and  Free  World  Forces  locatod  primarily 
in  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zona,  Republic  of  Vietnam,  This  support  was 
rendered -utilizing  the  assets  of  one  U-1A  company,  four  0-1  companies, 
and  one  0V-1  company.  The  battalion  flow  a  total  of  24,703.4  hour «r  of  1 
combat  support  with  an  average  availability  rato  of  84,5%  during  this 
reporting  period.  Both  normal  and  special  operations  wore  supported  by 
unit 8  of  tho  battalion,  .  Largo  sepia  coverago  was  giver,  to  tho  beseigod 
troops  at  Dak  Soang  and  Dak  Pek  as  wo  11  as  beginning  of forts  of  tho 
Cambodian  entry  misBion.  Remaining  support  vtas  largely  given  to  units 
operating  in  search  of  or.omy  supply  caches,  infiltration  routes,  anti¬ 
aircraft,  mortar  and  rocket  firing  positions. 
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(2)  Duo  to  the  changing  status  of  the  offensive  and  defensive  aapeots 
of  this  conflict,  mission  allocations  and  requirements  have  been  constant¬ 
ly  fluctuating  to  the  neoessary  areas  of  operation.  Units  of  this  battal¬ 
ion  have  adjusted  and  tailored  their  operations  in  a  precision  manner, 
yielding  full  combat  coverage  to  their  supported  units. 

(3)  18th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  18th  Aviation  Com¬ 
pany  continued  to  fulfill  its  ten  allocated  mission  requirements  through¬ 
out  all  Corps  areas  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam.  The  first  platoon  at  Nha 
Trang  flew  five  aircraft  daily  to  support  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  JUSPAO, 
17th  Aviation  Group  and  IFFY.  The  first  flight  section  of  the  second  pla¬ 
toon  at  Holloway  Army  Airfield  in  Ploiku  flew  two  aircraft  daily  to  support 
II  Corps  headquarters  and  "B”  Company,  5th  Special  Forces  Group.  The 
second  flight  section,  second  platoon,  located  at  Marble  Mountain,  Da  Nang, 
flow  three  aircraft  daily  in  support  of  III  MAF.  Assigned  aircraft  flew  a 
total  of  2,371.4-  hours  during  this  reporting  period  with  an  average  air¬ 
craft  availability  rat-3  of  72%. 

(4)  183d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  183d  Aviation  Com¬ 
pany  continued  to  support  ground  forces  in  the  Southeast  sections  of  the 
II  Co?-ps  Tactical  Zone.  Supported  units  remained  the  some  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  coverage  for  "C"  Company  Bangers,  75th  Infantry  (Airborne)  ter¬ 
minated  on  8  March  1970  whon  they  moved  to  oporations  based  in  Pleiku. 
Supporting  Task  Forco  South  and  Binh  Thunn  Province  from  Nha  Trang,  Pro¬ 
visional  Artillery  from  Dong  Ba  Thin,  and  Tuyen  Due  Provinca  and  MC",  75th 
Rangers  from  Dalat  (initially)  thoy  continued  an  active  full  covorage  of 
thoir  supported  units  with  an  accident  free  record  for  this  period.  On 

24  April  1970,  Section  One,  Third  Platoon  moved  from  Dalat  to  Phan  Rang 
and  continued  coverage  of  Tuyen  Due  Province.  During  this  reporting  period 
th'.'  183d  flow  4,819  combat  and  combat  support  hours  with  an  average  air¬ 
craft  availability  rato  of  69%. 

(5)  185th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  185th  Aviation 
Company  providod  support  for  Darlac,  Pbu.Bon,  Quang  Due  and  Lam  Dong  Pro¬ 
vinces.  In  addition,  Pterodactyls  supported  Command  and  Control  South 
with  classified  missions  using  aircraft  operating  out  of  Ban  Ha  Thout. 
Despite  marginal  visual  flying  conditions  due  to  smoko  and  dust  through¬ 
out  this  reporting  poriod,  the  185th  conducted  intensive  visual  recon¬ 
naissance  missions  within  their  area  of  operations.  While  overt  anemy 
activity  mado  a  sharp  decline  from  tho  previous  reporting  period,  Ptero¬ 
dactyl  aviators  continued  to  soqk  out  and  destroy  enemy  structures  and 
troop  concentrations  on  a  daily  basis.  Pterodactyl  aviators  reported  a 
total  of  thirty- two  (32)  significant  shot-nt  reports  and  received  credit 
for  ninety-throe  (93)  onomy  soldiqrs  killed,.  The  185th  Aviation  Company 
was  also  responsible  for  the  destruction  of  one  hundrod  and  three  (103) 
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enemy  structures  and  fcr  damaging  forty-seven  (47)  others.  During  this 
reporting  period  the  Pterodactyls  flew  5,090  combat  support  hours  while 
maintaining  an  aircraft  availability  average  of  92.6? 

(6)  203d  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  The  203d  Aviation  Com¬ 
pany  provided  support  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  from  the  first  section, 
second  platoon,  LZ  English,  1st  and  2nd  Brigades  of  the  4th  Infantry  Div¬ 
ision  from  the  second  section,  second  platoon  at  An  Khe,  6/32  Artillery 
and  Phu  Yen  Province  plus  elements  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  from  the 
third  platoon  at  Phu  Hiep,  and  Binh  Dinh  Province  from  the  first  platoon 
at  Qui  Nhon.  From  LZ  English,  the  Hawkeyes  continued  their  support  of 
"Washington  Green"  operations,  wherein  aerial  reconnaissance  for  the  173d 
Airborne  Brigade  yielded  containment  of  tho  3rd  NVA  Division  who  were 
attompting  to  disrupt  the  pacification  program  in  the  region.  From  Qui 
Nhon,  direct  support  of  the  Regional  and  Popular  Forces  continued  to  main¬ 
tain  security  of  the  rich  agricultural  coastal  plains  of  Binh,  Dinh  Pro¬ 
vince.  From  An  Khe,  the  Hawkeyes  supported  operations:  "Wayne  Stab", 
"Putnam  Shark",  "Green  Deuce",  "Park  Silver",  "Eichelbcrger  Black",  "Dear 
Heart  White",  "Wayne  Wind",  and"Bared  Silver”.  In  addition,  0-IG's  Were 
tested  in  a  ground  sensor  role  and  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  this 
task.  The  Hawkeyes  at  Phu  Hiep  supported  "Task  Force  Falcon",  conducted 
by  elements  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  nnd  provided  valuable  coverage 

to  the  Regional  and  Popular  Forces  of  the  area.  The  203d  Aviation  Com¬ 
pany  flew  a  total  of  4,671  combat  hours  during  this  reporting  period  and 
maintained  an  avarage  aircraft  availability  of  96.5? 

(7)  219th  Aviation  Company  (Utility  Airplane):  Tho  219th  Aviation 
Company  continued  its  air  support  for  MACV  Advisory  Team  36  Pleiku,  MACV 
Advisory  Team  41  Kontum,  5th  Special  Forces  Group  in  support  of  special 
projects  CCC  and  CCS  (Command  and  Control  Contra!,,  and  Command  and  Con¬ 
trol  South),  52nd  Artillery  Group  in  Pleiku  and  Kontum  Provinces,  Com¬ 
pany  C  (Rangers)  75th  Infantry,  and  the  4th  Infantry  Division.  During 
this  qunrtor  the  219th  Aviation  Company  supported  two  (2)  large  scale 
operations.  Those  operations  are  referred  to  as  tho  April  sioge  of  Dak 
Seang  and  the  April  sioge  of  Dak  Pok.  The  battlo  for  Dak  Seang,  YB  894416, 
started  on  1  April  1970  and  continues  as  of  this 'date.  This  operation  is 
being  supported  by  elements  of  the  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  24th  AKVN 
Tactical  Zona,  and  52nd  Artillery  Group.  Tho  operation  in  Dak  Seang  TA0R. 
is  now  callod  Operation  Tat  Thang.  Tho  second  large  qpnlo  operation  cen¬ 
ters  around  the  Special  Forces  baso  camp  at  Dak  Pok,  YB  952682.  -Initial 
contact  was  started  on  12  April  1970  and  continues  as  of  the  present' 
time.  This  oporettien  i3  known  as  the  April  siege  of  Dak:  Pok.  Both  of 
those  operations  are  contorod  in  the  Dak  Poko  River  Valley  which  is  lo- 
catod  in  the  West  Northwest  r.roa  of  Kontum  Province  and  also  situated 
approximately  fifteen  (15)  kilometers  oast  of  the  Laos  Border.  Tho  219th 
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Aviation  Company  also,  flev  in  support  of  numerous  small  scale  operations 
involving  Regional  Forces,  Popular  Forces,  RFFF,  elements  of  MACV  Advi¬ 
sory  To  am  .36  Pieiku  and  MACV.  Advisory"  Team  41  Kontum.  Headhunters  also 
supported  '.romp1  ay  C  (Hangers)  75th  Infantry  who  conducted  two  small  scale 
operations  in  the  Plei  hie  and  Plei  Mrong  areas  of  Pleiku  Province.  For 
a  quart _>rly  total  the  219th  Aviation  Company  compiled  a  total  of  4,320 
fly; ng  i'/juro  and  while  maintaining  an  aircraft , availability  rate  of  11&. 

(P)  225tn  Aviation  Company"  (Surveillance  Airplane):  During  the  re- 

rting  period  1  February  1970  through  Ju  April  1970,  the  225th  Aviation 
Company  continued  to  provide  Infrared,  SLAR,  Visual,  and  day  and  night 
photographic  surveillanve  to  the  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  Free  World 
Forces  supported  during  this  time  frame  wore:  4th  Infantry  Division, 
iVio  Air borne  Brigade,  II  AKVK  Corps,  Task  Force  South,  Republic  of  Korea 
At,-,  >UrS  10 tli  Divisions,  24th  Special  Tactical  Zone,  "B"  Company,  5th  Spe- 
cl"’  '-brcoo  Group,  ?th  Sq  indran  17th  Cavalry,  23d  ARVN  Division,  Quang 
?>.ic  '  •  vine  * ,  phu  Yon  Province,  MACV,  and  IFFV.  On  2  March  1970  the 
225 th  Aviation  Company  moved  an  Infrared  Ground  Data  Terminal  (AN/TAQ-1 ) 
from  Dragon  Mountain  to  Hong  Kong  Mountain  at  An  Kho.  The  mc>ve  was  of- 
f.-utod  to  continue  support,  of  tho  4th  Infantry  Division  in  their  new 
u.r>.  .  of  uporatijns.  Tho  ground  station  porsonnol  work  directly  with  the 
4th  Division's  G-2  Air  aid  Imagery  Interpretation  Section  at  An  Khe. 

On  17  March  1970,  the  225th  received  an  Annual  General  Inspection.  The 
225th‘s  ov .) rail  inspection  rating  was  oxcollent.  The  225th's  Classified 
Document  filer  and  register  rveeivod  a  rating  of  outstanding.  On  21 
March  1970,  the  225th  moved  n  CLnR  Ground  Data  Terminal  (AN/TKQ-2)  from 
Dragon  Mountain  to  tho  MACV  compound  near  Ploilcu  Air  Force  Base.  The 
"•■-.v.  w-.a  of  looted  to  continue  support  of  the  IFFV  SLAR  border  survoil-  r 
'•mu  roJ  sdi  .  The  LEAR  ground  data  torminal  works  via  hot  line  with 
!r  Corps  !j-2  Air  'aid  II  DASC  t  the  MACV  compound .  During  March  the. 225th 

Ivnd  '<  rvouosr.  to  provide  SLAR  Surveillunce  of  tho  x*iver  and  road  in 
t  h.  Toy  nou  on  Bln.  Due  to  the  small  target  aroa,  tho  225th'e  SLAR  repair 
>  vt.ior.  conduct i vl  art  experiment  with  the  SLAR  Byetem  to  determine  if  a 
1r.rg.ir  sc/Jo  .Imagery  could  bo  attained.  Tho  results  of  tho  experiment 
wor*  sue  anfui,  -and  the  225th  now  has  the  capabili  ty  of  a  12,5  kilometer 
range  on  tho  SLAR  system,  producing  an  imago  scolo  of  1:250, Ota ,  which 
provider  men  <»c-.iuto  target  plotting  than  previously  possihl.  .  Begin¬ 
ning  2  April  ‘.970,  the  225th  has  boon  Icnnohiog  throu  aircraft  daily  in 
support  of  tho  ?4th  Special  Tactical  Zeno  -Commcdor,  G-2  Air  IFFV  ,  and 
?th  Squadron  17th  Cavalry  in  the  Dak  Luang,,  Dak  Pok,  and  Bon  Hefc  ureas. 
Most  o'  tho  targets  roques;  -i  U  date  In  these  areas  have  been  priority 
I  and  TI  ,  Tho  225th  is  credited  with  discovering  enemy  staging,  and  camp¬ 
ing  areas,  dofonoivu  positions,  way  stations,  and  anti-aircraft  positions. 
B-52  otrilu  o,  Tactical  .‘dr,  and  arhiLiory  have  been  employed  on  targets 
acquired  by  tho  225th 's  Infrnrod,  Photo,  STAR,  ad  visual  operations  in 
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these  areas.  While  providing  extra  aircraft  in  support  of  the  24th  Spe¬ 
cial  Tactical  Zone,  the  225th  continued  to  fulfill  its  corami taenta  to  til 
other  supported  units  in  the  II  Corps  Tactical  2one.  A  total  of  3,432 
hours  of  flying  were  accomplished  in  support  of  this  mission  with  a  re¬ 
sulting  aircraft  availability  of  83$, 

e.  (U)  Training. 

(1)  All  quarterly  training  requirements,  were  met  by  the  units  of 
this  battalion.  Areas  of  special  emphasis  have  been:  Escape  and  Eva-  • 
sion,  Care  and  Maintenance  of  newly  issued  M-16  rifles,  Guard  responsi¬ 
bilities  (to  include  proper  handling  of  W18A1  Claymore  mines  and  use  of 
the  signal  illumination  flare),  classified  training  on  KY-28  "Scrambler" 
communications  tranciever  assist  and  individual  awareness  of  personal 
responsibility  in  the  accident  reduction  program. 

(2)  Aviator  Safety  classes  were  conducted  monthly  in  all  subordin¬ 
ate  units  and  a  bimonthly  safety  meeting  was  held  at  battalion  level. 

The  quarterly  standardization  meeting  was  held  in  Qui  Nhon  ip  March,' 

(3)  During  this  reporting  period  the  battalion  training  program  un¬ 
derwent  new  changoa  in  training  procedures  as  a  result. of  1st  Aviation 
Brigade  Supplement  1  to  AR  95-1.  Duo  to  improvements  and  innovations  in 
briefing  and  training  newly  arrived  personnel,  n  special  instructional 
program  is  to  be  implemented  at  Battalion  level  on  a  semi-monthly  basis, 

(4)  A  Field  Team  from  the  PACAF  Jungle  Survival  School,  Clark  Air 
Force  Base,  Phillipines  brought  extensive  training  on  new  and  updated 
survival  techniques  to  all  personnol  in  the  223d  Aviation  Battalion  who 
had  c.  "need  to  Know"  responsibility.  Tho  training  will  bo  a  valuablo 
asset  to  all  porsonnol,  especially  because  it  1b  complotolj-  oriented  to 
environmental  conditions  exporiencod  in  Southeast  Asia. 

(5)  During. this  reporting  period  two  aviators  wfcre  transitioned  into 
the  U-1A  by  the  18th  Aviation  Company. 

f*  (&)  Mj&to 

(1)  Continued  assistance  visits  to  platoon  and  section  levels  of 
this  command,  by  members  of  the  battalion  S-4  team  has  been  of  benefit 
to  both  companies  and  platoon/soctions.  Tho  S-4  section  has  been  node 
aware  of  new  logistical  problems  and  can  now  initiate  the  necessary  ac¬ 
tions  to  oleviato  problems  at  nl  1  levels  of  this  temnand.  Accountabi¬ 
lity  for  equipment  and  supplies  is  a  command  responsibility.  Property 
Book  Officers  and  hand  receipt  holdors  should  bo  rolievod,  and  raplaco- 
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mente  appointed  approximately  thirty  (30)  days  prior  to  scheduled  DERQS 
due  to  early  returns  to  COHJS,  especially  among  EX,  Informal  inventories  • 
should  be  conducted  within -platoons,  sections,  etc.,  at  least  every  thir¬ 
ty  (30)  days  by  the  hand  receipt  holders -to  insure  proper  accountability 
end  safeguarding  of  government  equipment  and  supplies  against  losaj  theft, 
pilferage  and  to  insure  proper  care  and  maintenance.  Movement  of  person-' 
nel  within  the  unltB  is  fast  due  to  the  short  tour  being  served^  there-  * 
fore,  tho  importance  of  accountability  and  responsibility  should  be  cm-  . 
phaaized  constantly, 

(2)  Vehicle  Maintenance 

(a)  Due  to  the  recent  publication  of  the  revised  TM  3&-750,  December 
1969,  various  forms  covered  by  this  publication  have  required  changing, 

Tho  now  records  system  is  now  •  known  as  TAMMS  (The  Army  1  Maintenance  Man¬ 
agement  System), 

(b)  PH  clerks  have  been  £iven  detailed  guidance  in  Order  to  update 
their  FLL'b.  Instruction  on  ways  to  properly  main  tain  supporting  dooa- 
ments  and  conduct  proper  inventories  were  stressed.  In  addition,  appro¬ 
priate  personnel  were  closely  reviovod  on  pertinent  regulations,  AH 735-35 
and  1st  Aviation  Brigade  735-35. 

(3)  Aircraft  Maintenance 

U)  It  has  been  loamed,  when  doaling  with  POL  quality  control,  that 
throughout  this  battalion  each  company,  platoon,  and/or-  section  must 
double  check  to  insure  that  all  precautionary  and  safety  requirements  by 
support  personnel  are  compliod  with.  ’  It  has  been  found  that  on  some  oc¬ 
casions  proper  quality  control  was  not  ensured  by  LSA  (LCgistic  Support 
Agoncy)  and  Air  Force  personnel  who  maintain  many  of- the  refueling  faci¬ 
lities  at  223d  Aviation- Battalion  locations. 

(b)  It  has  boon  found  that  in  many  ousob,  on  EDP  parts,  releases 
from  AMMC  have  not  reached  tho  proper  depot  or  DSU  in  tho.  most  O'xpedi-  • 
tloua  manner,  Furthermore  It  has  been  found  that  many  times  D&J  chan¬ 
nels  ore  ineffective  vin  tracking  down  lost  or  dalayod  EDP  partfi5  in  less- 
than  threo  or  four  days.  It  is  folt  that  each  battalion  should  be  able 
to  call  directly  to  AMMC  and  have,  for  instance,  one  or  .two  walk  through# 
por  wcok  bo  that  tho  AMT  can  assure  itself  that  EJDP  orders  are  being 
fillod  properly. 

(c)  It  has  boon  learned  that  in  "fired  wing  only"  battalions,  like 
the  223d  (with  a  very  limited  lift  capability),  EDP  engine  replaooasnt 
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proposes  a  serious  problem,  due  to  The  fact  that  transporting  the  needed 
component  to  the  unit  is  left  up  to  the  DSTJ,  which  has  only  limited  lift 
capability.  To  decrease  down  time  and'  increase  availability  it  is  felt 
that  a  QCA  (Quick  change  assembly)  be  authorized  within  units  that  are 
not  co-located  with  DSU's. 

g.  (U)  Organization.  Organizational  chart  and  station  listings 
appear  as  Inclosure  $3. 

h.  (Uj  Chaplai  n. 

(1 )  The  223d  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat)  Chaplain  has  conducted  a 
total  of  25  Sunday  Protestant  religious  services  with  the  total  atten¬ 
dance  of  457  soldiers. 

(2)  .The  Battalion  Chaplain  has  supervised  38  denominational  Sunday 
and  weekday  services  with  laymen  leading. 

(3)  During  this  period  the  chaplain  has  made  67  visits  to  troops 
located  at  .An  ihe,  Ban  Ho  Thout,  Bao  Lac,  Cheo  Reo,  Dalat,  Da  Nang,.  Dong 
Ba  Thin,  Gia  Wghia,  Kor.tura  Nha  Trang,  Phan  Rang,  Phan  Thiet,  Phu  Hiop 
and  Pleiku.  • 

(4)  Sunday  services  are  hold  weekly  at  the  223d  'Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  Headquarters  and  Lane  Airniy  Holipqrt. 

(5)  During  this  period  th^  3uttalior»  Chaplain  attended  the  Religious 
Day  of  Recollection  foT  the  12  chaplains  in  the  Qui  Nhon  area  three  times. 

(6)  The  Battalion's  offerings,  totaling  $229.70,  were  designated  for 
local  charities  as  determined  by  the  Qui  Nhon  Area  Consolidated  Chaplain's 
Fund  Council. 

(7)  The  1st  Aviation  Brigade ’ s  .Chaplains  Conferenco  was  held  at  Nha 
Trang  and  hosted  by  the  17th  Aviation  Group  7-8  April  1970,  The  223d 
Aviation  Battalion  Chaplain  attended. 

(8)  The  Battalion  Chaplain  is  a  member  of  the  Qui  1'hon  Area  Consoli¬ 
dated  Chaplain's  Fund  Council. 

i.  (U)  Aviation  Safety.  This  quarter  closed  with  three  major 
-accidents.  Precautionary  landings  and  forced  landings  decreased  from 

last  quarter.  During  this  reporting  period  there  were  eleven  precaution¬ 
ary  landings  and  one  forced  landing.  Three  incidents  were  reported  for 
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CUM*  ini'*r!AL 


AVBAC3-DE  13  May  19':C 

SUBJECT:  Opera tienal  Report-treasons  Learned ,  22 3d  Aviation  Battalion 

( C  jir.La  t ) ,  P  riod  Ending  .  « 

the  quai-tvr.  The  following  ciiart  snowy  Lae  Lra>-.Kc-un  accidents  for 
each: 

unit  _ t:  •'  pi:1-:  n  :  'cartel 

ifflC,  2231  Avr.  hr.  (Tt 
1 8th  Avr.  Co  (UA) 

183d  Avr.  Co  (‘TA 
185th  ' 

-A  3d  n-.r.  >  . . 

219th  Avn  Co  ( JA  i 
225th  Avr.  Co  (VJi) 


TijTAI. 

j *  (  j  1  Civil  Affaire. 

(1)  HiiC,  22  3d  Avia  Li  r.  rultal  : 

sibliity  by  maintaining  maximum  uap^jymc; 
providing  jobs  on  a  daiiy  hire  bn  >; 
aeody  people  wiionever  possible. 

v2  /  r.  1  Str;  Aviation  *1  or  ;..t  >  ...  1  *  •  •*  :  ;  rt  1 ho*  It. 

drphuriuge.  i/a  ring  the  oont::  *■:  r>  •rnt'— r :  r,Y  the  unit  ‘.-roue:  / 

gl  fto  -  a  r.  .  ng,  toys  a.-.,  ..Cr.ur  *  ■  •-  *  th>*  :• 

r-jn  tr.erv. 

(3)  The  183d  Aviation  Company  c  i  'i.i  r-vnlly  to  ’he  "ivic  Ac  '  • 

cuase  in  hoi^g  5a  Thin  duri:ig  u«,  menu:  jZ  rt  omary  wnen  they  were  J  nstru- 
mental  ir.  the  presentation  of  VN  $17,700  toward  civic  ue tfc/n  projects. 

An  outdoor  social  event  for  tne  fa:d  .i^ii  t  ..or  til  rational  a  employed 

by  the  unit  wan  held  and  Hurt  r  &;.J  r  ..  to  -ere  :  jrveb. 

141  The  185th  Aviation  Company  .*  r  active  "iyic  ac txo.n 

program  during  this  reporting  peri  c.  hi  tary  vo.utri nations  and  ma -uriaA 
assistance  to  the  local  lopro-ur*.  ...  .  A.  v-.  *  .  rx.;t  ;gr:i fi  :  1: . t 

of  tho  Pterodactyl  a  '  many  civic  &••»<  ;r  d  .  :  1:  g  this  quart-/ :  .  to. 

woro  also  taken  to  provide  cducati  ;nai  an.-:  stance  ::  the  form  of  scholar¬ 
ships  to  local  students.  The 30  will  b<-  e.w  "dvr  .r.  merit  boeio  t':r<  lgh  Live 
local  Community  Relations  Board  a-  !  t  •  hr-.  *•••  "h  t  Poerd  r '  EcHcatl 

15)  The  2J  3d  Aviation  Company  ev  '  '  z  -  :•  rp-rt  f  local  !  a;.- 

als  by  providing  jobs  for  needy  poop!-  ■'  •••  ’  r 


1  refill'/  r'rt-e  Viorla  ..111  os, 
-  t  all  atrvi  ..  w. 


.  ^ 
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AVBACP-DK  13  May  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lee 30ns  Learned.,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  30  April  1970 

'  C;  21  'th  Aviation  Company:  HONE 

(7)  Th>  275+-h  Aviation  Company  had  no  change  in  civic  actions  sup¬ 
port.  Thf-y  made  their  services  available  to  the  local  town  structure 

whenev- r  necessary. 

k.  (C)  Signal. 

(1)  ZIP  Program:  The  2  0-1  aircraft  mentioned  on  ORLL  dated  9  Feb- 

|’-y  1  r* 1  no  longer  part  of  this  battalion’s  inventory.  There  re¬ 

mains  onlv  or  aircraft  recuiring  ZYR  modifications,  a  U-1A,  tail  number 

59-7219. 

(2)  ZYE  Program:  All  0-1  aircraft  of  this  battalion  have  the  ZYS 
med.if.r  . t i  n.  Nestor  wiring  is  complete  on  all  OV-1  aircraft  except  two; 
tail  number:  59-2615  and  60-3741.  Hone  of  the  OV-1  aircraft  have  mounts, 
control  heads  or  discriminators.  Tho  U-6  airernft  nor  the  U-1  aircraft 

h>  vc  lister  eiring. 

(3)  Hr  Radio  Teletype  System:  Throe  companies  of  tho  -223d  Aviation 

Pal  t  lion  remain  >porntional  in  the  HF  Radio  Teletype  System.  The  Battal¬ 
ion  Headquarters  and  tho  219th  Aviation  Company  are  not  fully  operational 
duo  to  equipment  evacuated  to  higher  echelon.  One  problem  area  affecting 
teletype  operations  is  tho  lack  of  cleaning,  lubrication  and  alignment 
capability  for  teletype  equipment,  A  chock  with  the  5th  Maintenance 
Battalion  indicates  that  they  have  not  the  capability  of  giving  tho  tele— 
ty.:-  '  •  a  '  ■  total  bath.  If  n  teletype  repairman  was  assignod,  this 

ovu.d  .1  r?  within  this  unit,  with  leea  teletypewriters  evacuated; 
outage  time  roducod  to  zero  on  the  point  to  point  telotypo  circuit,  and 
far  more  legible  me s sago  output  could  be  realized, 

l.  (U )  Public  Information. 

;  1 )  Ih:  223d  Aviation  Battalion  Information  Office  continued  its 
mission  of  supplying  material  to  all  subordinate  units  for  use  in  their 
ir formation  programs  and  publishing  the  battalion  monthly  newspaper, 

"The  Griffin  Gab". 

(2)  Support  from  units  in  tho  Hometown  News  Releaeo  Center  for  this 
period  increased  about  70  percent  over  tho  Inst  quarter.  This  quarter's 
figures  arc  as  follows; 
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A, ,3ACB-.rE 

L’JBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learner,  L2>; 

Aviation 

13  May  1970 
Battalion 

(Combat),  Period 

uiill 

Er.ii  r.g 

zs 

30  April  1970 

MAh 

A  rjj 

TOTAL 

HHC,  223d  Avn  Bn  ;Cbt) 

5 

11 

6 

22 

18th  Avn  Co  (HA ) 

7 

7 

0 

22 

183d  Avn  Co  (UA ) 

Q 

1 . 

i 

34 

1 85th  Avr.  3o  LA, 

J  K 

A 

75 

113 

20 3d  Avn  Go  • 

V 

17 

3C 

219th  Avn  C.  •;  :  ..  ) 

1  t 

*•  J 

225th  Avn  vO  (."«,< 

1C 

-  r 

r  •  r. 

77 

’u 

1 

332 

(3)  >: ring  this  period,  51  news  releases  w*ro  pr  ^vr-sod  Lhrougn  the 

223d  Aviation  Battalion  Information  nffi-*‘  and  03  ver«  feruarriod  to  the 
1  ',;th  Aviation  Group  for  use  in  other  Command  r.fomsti or.  evils,, 

2.  _ LaflgaaiLkgaPtt^:.^.  c^ess^siLi^mns^Lm*.  j^uslianfi 

apd  Recopaondati  mg,. 

a.  (U)  Per sound.  Malaesignment  of  NCO'a. 

(1)  Observation:  There  are,  throughout  the  17th  Aviation  Group, 

NCO ' a  in  the  grade  of  CrC  E-7  who  are  oi-.ito  probably  nadascigned. 

(23  Evaluation:  Then'  are  HC  ) 1  :i ,  hf-.y. ,  v:  tv.  little  or  no  rotary 
wir.g  experience  assigned  to  rotary  wing  u  its*  Although  the  67Z50  MGS 
qualifies  the  individual  to  perform  in  either  category  of  aircraft,  some 
doubt  axi 3^ a  as  to  the  propriety  of  assigning  u  17  year  SPC  B-7  out  of 
his  experience  category.  Considering  ?->eh  an  assignment,  it  isn't  be¬ 
lieved  that  management  can  Justify  attempting  to  cross  train  (OJT)  in 
this  sitUf.ti  •  .  in  view  of  the  fact  tl;a'..  tt.  r-.  also  67Z5G's  with  ro¬ 
tary'  ving  experience  ir.  fixed  vd  i .y  unit  r  who  fail  into  the  wu>u.  category. 
An  8  FT  Yf 7.  67Z8P,  properly  assign* -d,  is  n:.  •  1  remoly  valuable  asset  tc 
Army  Aviutln,-.,  Hovavor,  o  poorly  ne  -ign'd  in  of  questionable  value 

from  tne  technical  Report, 


(3)  hocorra.iundeti  ,-r. ■  That  th  •  asp}  gnus- at 
67Z5C,  bo  3cr*“’ncd  by  a  fie: >1  groan  u ft  leer  : 
quality  assignment, 

b.  (C )  intelligence. 

(  ' )  XM-76  light  ant:  System . 

(a)  ''bsCT-.  n:.  y.\ :  The  AM~7:  tight';  :v.  oysU.c:.,  Pot  o65!9-1 97-881 7 ,  i3 


;  T,U  '  « ,  -STC.  K-7, 
j.-cup  wo  1  to  a  e  sure 


1  4 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


.’uACB-Df  13  May  1970 

SUBJECT:  |  m  i  >'  'Xn;s  rt~!  es.onj  Laai  nu  l,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 

Til  t*)f  i  *  rivu  ending  30  April  1970 

a  vaxuabda  lnstrvu&ant  in  the  hands  of  a  trained  aerial  observer.  The  use 
of  *.his  device  er.:.enrt the  effectiveness  of  aerial  reconnaissance  while 
at.  the  some  line  i educes  tha  danger  of  exposure  to  enemy  ground  fire. 

( b )  Kvu j  t. ‘  The  0-1  companies  of  thi3  Battalion  have  experi- 
'•nco-:  gr.o 1  •>  t  •.»,.>.•>:  n  employing  the  XM-76  Sighting  System  during  aerial 
reconnaissance  missions.  The  system  provides  the  aerial  observer  with  a 
gyro  stabilized  binocular  device  capable  of  zooming  in  on  targets  thero- 

•  y  olimir.st  in,  fho  requirement  for  low  level  flight.  The  systom  enhances 
■afety  by  reducing  tne  aircraft's  exposure  to  enemy  ground  fire.  The  sys¬ 
tem  requires  MWU  55-1 510-202-20/6  to  be  installed  on  the  0-1  typo  aircraft. 

(c)  Riicarinendatl  on:  It  is  recommended  that  command  action  bo  takeri 
to  speed  del  i v ■  ry  <•  f  the  MHO  55-1510-202-20/6  kits.  It  has  been  evidenced 
that  the  kits  hav.  h  -.n  on  rvq  •iaitic:.  in  excoss  of  six  (6)  months.  It  is 
further  r  •  .  unmi  d  th.  it  all  rccom.aitisar.co  airplane  companies  in  Vietnam 
be  o'quipp  :  witr  ana  utilize  the  XM-76  Sighting  System. 

(d)  h  :.ua>i i .  i  Action:  The  recommendation  as  stated  is  forwarded 
turn  ,-:h  .uo.-i  a..'..::.;!’  for  consi  lomtians. 

(•  )  t  .  ;g:.t  .»co;w  1..  |  .  imatar  Dofcnac. 

v-1  l  :  .  •  i  i.:  h.ny  compani.  huv..  no  equipment  to  aid  in  night 

i  :  i t.> - r  .tufonsivo  ulr-s. 


(I  :  .  .  1  »  .  •  t i  . <k  fciiue  can  be  accomplished  with 

ti.  u.  :  .  t  r  1  i ,  .a:  .per.  i'hi.i  vo:li  aid  pursonnol  on  guard  duty  to 

i.i  .  '. ,  p  rir.ot.  r  „h  n  there  is  sufficient  moon  light. 

!<•;  :i.  (ii'u:  U  That  th  ■  starlight  be  issuod  to  companlos  for 

i.i.  i ; .  ulpi.t  ad.  a  iv  ait  Ions.  It  would  be  advantagoous  if  throe  (3) 
r :  fl*  ::.uu:.t  <•.:  ■  ,,  :J  •  n  :  tv.>  [■')  hand  held  starlight  scopes  bo 

muie  part  i  the  c-ampae,  'A'>K  :r  b;  U lowed  on  a  one  hundred  eighty  day 
h.nu  reci.jrt, 

(d  )  f  ..,n..iP  V:  t .  .a  co  3rd  i  nut  a  with  the  base  camp  security  do- 
Uichmont  to  n.ui.1  roc.,  li  t.  one  (l)  starlight  scope  to  be  used  on  n  trial 
basis.  Ain.  to  continue  to  is  flares  wh  n  additional  light  is  needed. 

c.  i  :1  .iiLLLJai- 

( ' )  lj I'lfw  v*  .otiilng: 

(a)  .  to  .  •  r  i  r.  r  r.  nt.  u  ire  raft  crash  and  thu  resultant 
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nVBA'73-DE  13  May  1970 

SUBJECT:  Gperati.nal  Reporu-Lean.jns  Learned,  2tod  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Peidod  Ending  3C  April  T9 ”L 

fire,  the  pilot  of  the  air  .-aft  received  injuries  from  the  fire  even 
though  he  was  dressed  in  Nomex  flight  clothing,  Leather  combat  boots, 
gloves,  and  a  protective  helmet  with  £?ce  shield  In  the  down  position. 

Hit  injuries  res  \  ted  from  his  having  his  Nonex  trousers  bloused  with 
commercial  blousing  garters  which  burned  and  rode  up  onto  his  exposed 
leg,  and  his  wearing  nylon  earphone  covers  or.  his  helmet.  These  covers 
multea  and  caused  cuius  on  his  ears.  In  addition,  his  nylon  escape  and 
ovasion  vest  netted  from  the  heat  but  ud  r.ut  curt,  through  the  Nonox 
shirt. 

(b)  mvaiuuMu..  T.v.  wearing  of  !  tex  flignt  cl  o  thing  an  J  other  pro¬ 
tective  items  saved  this  aviator  from  sev-  re  burn  in  buries  and.  possiblv 
death.  Equipment  Itapn.jvoaic.nt  !voeonne:.uutr  ns  (EIP. have  been  submitted 
on  the  nylon  escape  and  evasion  vest  and  the  nylon  earphone  cov' rs.  Had 
'dds  aviutyr  not  had  his  Nonex  truuseiu  uLoust-J  wit:,  the  commercial,  gar¬ 
ters,  no  ’would  r.ot  have  r  -rei"  hi:  .  st  nruu  !:  !  iry,  u  four  inch 
tiiird  iegre".  burn  of  the  told.  leg. 

(c )  E.  conn  .u.. :<*t tor.:  It  i:  rue  j.t.vr.  nu  t.-.ui  requirement  to  blouse 

No  mux  trousers  be  modified  to  preclud'.  recurrence  inn  that  the  earphone 

c  . vc i  d  be  removed  fr<  m  ai.  flight  holme’  s. 


(  i)  "  unman  i  Acton:  Aviation 
imm- -d l  ite  aetto-r.  to  innur-  t:  t  :*.  a 
earphone  covers  in  flight  V.to.nto 
to  npaging  in  flight, 

i.  (U,i  erganlgatj g£.  N  n. 

e.  (U)  Training.  Korv 

:.  to)  toy]  ptica.  Ida  j  or  Jk  p  •.  i  • 

(to  ObS’-. rvation:  /Vif  .  ",n  uid*.  • 
ect  Support  Unite  lost  nx-r.y  •u.b.abi 
they  arc  required  u>  i.to  ’-to"  '  major 


.-.ardors  at  all  echelons  should  take 
.  yr,»  :  aviator:-  ac  nut  wear  nylon 
.  uv.r  their  t.louoii^j  gart<  rs  prior 


P<_ 


1  far  away  from  thtor  Pir- 
u :  re  reft  availability  when 


■  (2)  Evaluation:  Th.u 

r  ro 

'-.ton  -w- 

.to:  to:.-i:mt..  : 

if  outlying  com¬ 

pwir.to-s  were  author! zed  to 

k  top 

major 

repair  parts  such 

as  one  engine  car- 

bur-  tor,  ar.c:  two  cylinde: 

jure 

or.  to-r. 

.  vs;,  .-dll  L'.nu 

(3)  Fx: corns  ...  ti.n: 

•M : 

■  -  w  J  -  •  * 

v  comp.:.*  .to 

1  b\  granted  the 

nuthorizati  '  n  to  k  m.  j 

or  r- 

f  'V  • 

:  t  or.  . ..ii/i,  ar.i 

replace  engines  at 

con  pay  lev  ..t  :':i.  u 

:  ,  V. . 

oi  n. 

”-!--v  dor-t..:.-, 

.  r . 
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A7BA7 I--DE  13  May  1970 

J3J  ‘p-ruti  onal  Report-Lcr  'on?  Pi-arm  d,  22  >d  Aviati  >n  Battalion 

(7c. ,  Period  tailing  JO  April  1970 

14.)  0.;u'.'. •.  A  A  L.ton:  In  ltd. -netting  this  procedure,  one  cocp.ouy 

ooor  iir.u  cod  ,  uieiv  riroct  huppcrt.  Unit  on  tho  matter.  They  ware  ad- 
vi ami  that  av/d.".  *,  wore  not  avu  UP.  r  in  tile  necessary  quantity,  however 
r.*  i  a  surer.  w..ro  tn  tc  £3:.nro  map'-nut-  at  the  first  opportunity. 

g.  (U)  [hu£  oatl.'ins,  Noon 

F...  (i)’)  Material.  None 


2.  Unit  fn-rialties  and  Awards  Commanding 

3.  Operational  Statistics 

4.  Aircraft  Status 


5  ,  rgnni .  ational  Chart 
OiSTRIBUTION 

2  CIl'j’SARi-  AC,  ATTN:  GPOF-LT,  A  TO  9ov  53 

1  CG,  "3/4:7,  ATTN:  AVHGC-D5T,  A?)  96375 

2  CG,  1st  Avn  Bdo,  ATTN:  AVBAGC-O,  AP'  96384 

7  C  ,  17th  Avn  Gp  (Gbt),  ATTN :  AVTh.CB-SC,  APO  96240 
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nVBnCB-3C  (13  May  70)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  223rd 
Aviation  Battalion  (Combat),  Period  Ending  30  April  1970, 

RCS  CSFUR-65  (R2)  (ll) 

Dh,  HEaDQUaRTERS,  17TH  AVIATION  GROUP  (COKBaT),  APO  96240  29  May  1970 

TO:  Department  of  the-  Army  (aCSFOR,  DA),  Nashington,  D. C.  30310 
Comma. .ding  General,  I  Fi^ld  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350 

1.  (o)  Tins  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  attached  report,  considers  it 

adequate,  end  concurs  with  the  contents,  except  as  indicated  below. 

•a.  Section  1.  Dporutietis :  Significant  Activities. 

( I )  Personnel. 

Mon  concur  with  paragraph  lb  (4).  The  authorized  military 
strength  ji.^ur^s  shown  in  inclosuro  1  arc  incorrect.  The  correct  figures 
are  shown  below. 

UNIT  CM 


HHC  85 

18th  .ivn  Co  129 

lb  3rd  Mud  Det  7 

163rd  ..vn  Co  °9 

165th  nvn  Co  89 

203rd  .ivn  Co  89 

29.5th  ,tvn  Co  290 

Bn  Tct..l  Should  Reflect:  682 

(2)  Logistics. 

(a)  won  concur  with  paragraph  lf(3)(b).  Thera  are 
occasions  when  r^loasos  are  delayed  by  transportation,  hMmC  cannot  deal 
with  each  battalion  on  a  regular  basis.  This  Headquarters  has  established 
liaison  with  amEC  and  will  trace  EDP's  over  7  days  old  and  walk  through 
requisitions  for  urgent  requirement  items.  Units  requiring  assistance 
should  contact  the  Group  Maintenance  Officer. 

(b)  Concur  with  paragraph  lf(3)(c).  Units  should  submit 
form.,1  request  with  justifications,  through  their  supporting  DSU  to  AMhC. 

18 


TOT.-tL 

107 

168 

8 

123 

123 

123 

331 
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AVBaCB-SC  (13  May  70)  1st  !  <9  .  y  '! 07 1 

SlMJoCT:  Oourational  Kaport  -  L-jb:  ■.  ms  -d ,  H  uiquart  rs,  "23rd 

Aviation  Battalion  vCuntct : ,  rvriod  Ending  30  *ml  1070, 

ACS  CO FOR -6 5  (R2)  (L ) 

approval  will  depend  upon  '.vail.-bi ty  of  •  r.rir..  :  .v  .j  1  m;  :  1  tr  re¬ 
moval  validation  pros,. dur..  s  s  t  forth  ir.  .i 

(3)  Sign;  1 . 

Nor.  concur  w;  '  r.  c.  .  •  ?  ■ .  7  ir  ••  !•'  ••  •  mt  :/■  > 

l'.vol  function  .rid  si. onto  net  ;  n..rf  rr  jnit  •  !. 

b.  Section  f.  1,  scerr  .  .  v  ■  ,  ' .  .  e  - 

tic  ns  end  oror...  i,$«  '.nr,  . 

(3)  t  ■.  rsont'u.  i. 


Nor.  concur  w.  -  •  f  •  .  ?r.  ;:*•  s<  •  j  ,  r  t  vm  r 

is  managed  by  a  !ugn_y  qu-uiiA  .a  f  rr.  •  / ;  ;c  .r  .  •  :  .  i  son-  1  :>>  ;  i 

NCu.  This  p.tr4  iruiar  .'  >  •.'•  is  n  >r.  '  .  -  ...  .  T..  r  .  .  r .  .  ru-.u, 

munts  aru  made  to  cot  ur:  t : .  most  ur;  r  L  r. :  •  .  i's.I*.  in  L)  unit'-, 

nssignaionts  pr*.  die  t..d  .  .....  .  r  t  ry  urn,.  ''  !  in  id 

wing  is  consim-r  .d  mi.  ,:v  t  Uwpv;  :  .  .  ■: pli  sir  d  wit;,  it  ■  y.  p>...r  j.o  i.u  nig 

conaodur.-blu  imbalances  or  'i:.n.  c..  rv  tun  ii.. no  .  Unit  did  :. 't  :i  ;  .elude 
,i  command  action  eon>r.  :  t . 

(2)  1  f : t  la  lg.  t:Ci.4 


,  v.  '  i  - . 

will  t  _  atbu-.n  ...  .  r  ;..■•/  t  •  ''  .r.t  .  * -  ‘.rr. : 

(by  lo’itrui  ..  .tli  r .  ,  a  '  •  *  >'>’).  if  ?.,r  ;■ 

raaponsib.il,  x  wi  far  '•  1  tr  or  •■<.•  ;  .  ••  •.  .  .  .  i  v. '  r 

coiiim.nd  chan;;.’.  '  r  id*  '  r  ;  ■ .  i 

scopes  r..quir  -d  :r  p  - .  u  ••  1 

U  ) 

h v  ,i  1  r  *  t*  .  '  ”  ’ 

cl vc.  Out  l  vin.a  :  mvu  •  '  • 
un  ;.  {  l  av.i  i  i  n  d  '  ;  1 1  '•  ol  •■,'■■■<  -  i  > 
authori Bed ■ 


c.  j r.cJLOfiur.  i.i 

Tr ..  cut  nor  i  z...  i 
incorrect.  Fho  u;,.t  a- 
rtV  j.  tint,  o -■  u..  tt,i  , 

Be  tior:« 
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1;  1  -f.o  (;u  1  o' 


.‘•by  1  :'7 :  j 

i .  c  * ,  '  >’  >  h  ^  o  • .  i  c  |  ■  r1  r  L  j  r  s  j  2  2  ■  3 '  c 
,  i  j-  iod  Hr, i:nc'  3>.  April  lt'70, 
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drT,  ii>C 
isst  ..djut,  nt 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVr  A-GC-nlOT  (13  May  70)  2d  Ind 

.j  .BJMGT:  Operational  Re  port- Lesson  3  Learned,  he  aa  quarters,  223d  Aviation 

Battalion  (Combat),  Feri-'d  Ending  30  April  1970,  ACo,  G_,ET)R-65  (.t2) 

jA,  headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  B.F.  96350  5jUNId/u 

TO:  Commanding  General,  1st  aviution  Brigade,  APO  963 

r  .is  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  evaluated  subject  Operatioml  Report- 
Lessor  ..  Learned  and  forwarding  indorsement  and  concurs. 

FOR  i.in  COMMANDER: 

U 

BO BERT  L.  ALDERMAN 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  AGC 
Acting  Adjutant  General 


1  —  00,  17T.1  a /ri  Up  (uj ,  ( WALL) 
1  -  L,  2230  AVli  Bii  (G),  (LKdo  O.lulj) 
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AV5AGC-0  (13  May  70)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report-Lesser. s  learned,  22 3d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  <0  Arrii  19?0 

DA,  rilAD^A-'-TIlc:,  1.11  Al,.ATii ..  „K  21  JUN  ^  J 

nil*:  .  .r.e;  Vietnam,  A  i*  Till  AVRC-C-Ib  T 

ri‘  'acidic,  ATTi.i  JK,F -_T, 


'Iti  Ass:  t '.t  ID ~  .  •  r<-  level  y.vri  ,  ./apart". nr. t  cf  *. • 

Arnp/t  11.  s'-.irgt  r,  : V.l  ’  11 

This  her  i  .uar‘  •-  icS  ravi'-..---  ■  .  nil  Re  art -Lessons  Loaraed  •. 

tie  G23<-  Aviation  uattaiicr.  (G.  lit,  •.•.•:  c<  iicur"  wit.,  tr.e  roport,  with 
tna  following  exceptions i 

a.  Parayrapr.  If  (3  )(:•.' »  p&r.«  '  C;  no  near.  A  revised  oyster.  l  r 

requisite -rurty  or. :  i.is+ri-  it— \  .si.  _ *  "-nr.  was  rut  into  effect  10  Marc:, 
which  has  improve i  EDF  response  t i.;.e .  AM1.C  nas  aatnoriaed  ton  walk  tar 
requisitions  per  day  for  a’"  units  !.ovi;.g  liaison  personnel.  The  lytn 
Aviation  Group  (Combat  >  :.a  .  ivl  «■’-.•  wi-..  .UU1C. 

b.  Fara.jra ;...  if.,  j);.-.',  .aye  .  '  ncur.  -jijincs  arc  All!  itenr 

which  arc  n.t  •’ .  tIi-v;  :  r  st  ■-  •  '-.'el  in  accordance  wit:: 

A!  11C  diroctiv*w. 


i  hi  J.HsoN 


AVH".C  : ,’l  f  May  ?0)  4th  Ind 

HUBJEwi  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned,  223d  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ending  30  April  1970 

Headquarters,  United  States  Army,  Vietnam,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  I  HI1 

'iOi  Cora-n.iJe:-  in  hi  of,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTNi  GPQP-DT, 

jvFO  V:  ‘j's' 

,3  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
,  ,  .  v.l  ending  30  April  1970  from  Headquarters,  223d 

A  ;  l  in,  . .  1 1  ^ :  )  .i  .  m-abat)  and  concurs  with  the  consents  of  indorsing 

head. | uar  . 

2.  .  ,  ;,4i  uncerning  "Nomex  Flight  Clothing,”  page  15,  2c  i 

Concur  Tls/t.  exists  no  USARV  requirement  that  the  Nomex  trousers  be  bloused) 
for  iip'fjl  flight  it  is  recommended  that  they  not  be  bloused.  The  nylon 
■  •a mad  cov-rn  are  not  standard  issue  for  use  with  the  SPH-4  helmet.  These 
covers  should  riot  be  used.  This  Information  is  being  published  in  the  USARV 
Aviation  Safety  Weekly  Summary.  The  nylon  survival  vest,  SRU-21/P,  does  not 
present  an  unacceptable  risk  when  worn  over  the  Nomex  clothing.  This  head¬ 
quarters  is  requesting  USABAAR  to  conduct  an  evaluation  of  the  safety  aspects 
of  the  vest.  No  action  by  USAHPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER i 


IP  i 

M,  1st  Avn  Bde 
:Q  2"1 ;  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 
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SUBJECT:  operational  P  e  ;  r  t  *"  HO  ,  2 3d 

(Combat),  for  Period  Ending  3 1  > 
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